The effect of naloxone on sexual behavior in female rats depends on the site of injection.
Intraperitoneal injections of the opiate receptor antagonist naloxone (0.1, 1, 5 or 10 mg) had no effects on sexual behavior in ovariectomized female rats made either partially or fully receptive by injections of ovarian hormones. Intracerebroventricular (i.c.v.) injections of naloxone (10, 50 or 100 micrograms) had no effects on the behavior of partially receptive rats and in fully receptive rats an i.c.v. injection of a high dose of naloxone (100 micrograms) inhibited the behavior. Intrathecal (i.t.) injections of naloxone (50 or 100 micrograms) facilitated sexual behavior in partially receptive rats while i.t. injections of even very high doses of naloxone (500 micrograms) had no behavioral effects in fully receptive rats. Thus, the effects of naloxone on female sexual behavior depend on the site of injection.